288                                       TO ?                                      1863

I tender you our most sincere condolences. We have lost one of
the kindest friends we have ever had. I write but half a dozen lines
to say how I feel for your grief, and am always my dear Heath

Gratefully & truly yours
W M Thackeray

1568.                                        TO ?

21 JUNE 1863

Hitherto unpublished.

Palace Green Kensington

June 21.
Gentlemen

I am engaged to dine at the Mansion House on the 5 of July, or
I should have had great pleasure in attending at your dinner.

Believe me very faithfully yours
W M Thackeray

1569.    TO SIR WILLIAM AND LADY KNIGHTON

20 JULY 1863 "

Hitherto unpublished*

Palace Green,
Kensington. W.

* July 20.
My dear Sir and Madam

My foot was actually uplifted to quit the shore of Albion, when
the morning's post brought your obliging invitation which instantly
caused me to turn back again. We shall be delighted to come to you
for Goodwood. As for the cup, your best Claret I daresay is good
enough for me, though if you hear of any better, I don't wish you
not to send for it. My name it is needless to add. It is that of a man

II Thackeray's diary for 1863 shows that he visited the Knighton's country
house at Blendworth, near Horndean, in Hampshire on July 29 of that year.